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GUILDFORD HOTEL 

Statement 

HON ALISON XAMON (East Metropolitan) [10.05 pm]: On Sunday, I went to a rally at Guildford. Some 
members may have seen that rally on the news. On Sunday, about 400 concerned Guildford residents were 
rallying yet again about the restoration of the Guildford Hotel, which unfortunately was burnt out on 21 August 
2008. I spoke about this matter several months ago. At that point, a rally had been held that had also been very 
well attended. Unfortunately, a lot of the concerns that were raised at that time have still not been satisfactorily 
resolved. However, it was good to see that we seem to be making some progress on the Guildford Hotel. 
Petitions containing some 6 000 signatures were presented to the honourable John Hyde—I think he is the 
honourable — 

Hon Peter Collier: No, he is not the honourable. 

Hon ALISON XAMON: I beg members’ pardon—to John Hyde, the member for Perth, and certainly that 
indicated the level of concern about this matter. 

What I want to particularly point out is that one of the owners of the hotel took what I thought was the brave step 
of addressing the crowd. I say “brave” because it was clear that people in the community have been very angry at 
the owners for quite some time about what they believe is their inaction on the necessary steps that need to be 
taken to ensure that the fabric of the building is maintained. Nevertheless, one of the owners did make a point of 
addressing the crowd. He indicated to the crowd that unfortunately the insurance payout has been inadequate for 
a full restoration of the hotel. He also made reference to a separate report—which I also made reference to in my 
original speech to this place on this matter—about what will be required to maintain the fabric of the building in 
order for it to be restored effectively. That seems to be part of the problem, because the report that the owners 
have obtained seems to be quite different from the report that the Heritage Council of Western Australia has 
obtained, which makes a different assessment about what is required to protect the fabric of the building, in 
particular the need to put a tarpaulin over the building to protect the antique floorboards and other infrastructure. 
He also conceded that perhaps the owners have not communicated to the community as effectively as they could 
have done their intentions for the hotel, and he assured the crowd that it is their intention to return the building to 
a functioning hotel.  

This issue is of great concern to Guildford residents. Over the past decade or so, a large number of original 
hotels in the Midland area have been burnt out. That has meant that the Midland area has lost a lot of its heritage 
buildings. Guildford is, of course, a heritage precinct, and the Guildford Hotel has been the jewel in that precinct. 
There is, therefore, great concern in the community at the prospect of losing that building. I congratulate that 
owner for making the point of addressing the crowd. That could not have been entirely easy, because there 
certainly has been a lot of anger towards the owners about the way this matter has been handled to date. 
Nonetheless, I still think we have a long way to go. It is a problem that there are competing reports about what is 
required to maintain the fabric of the building until such time as it can be restored. I hope that can be resolved. 
Clearly, the building will not last for several more seasons if it does not have appropriate cover, in particular 
because of the nature of the antique floorboards. I certainly hope that there will be some progress on this matter 
very soon, because the Guildford Hotel is a very important part of the Guildford landscape, and it is very 
important to the community that this matter be addressed. 

In the meantime, the Greens would welcome any strengthening of the Heritage of Western Australia Act to 
ensure that our heritage buildings are appropriately protected and maintained, particularly when they have been 
subject to fire. On that point, it was a very stark reminder for me to note the Premier’s comments about the 
devastating fire that occurred to the Claremont council buildings last week. All those people who care about the 
heritage of this state—I am one—would have been horrified and saddened to see what has happened to that 
building and about the loss of important historical records in that fire. But I would like to see a similar level of 
concern shown towards the heritage buildings within Guildford, and in particular the Guildford Hotel. I would 
hate to think that it is only western suburbs heritage that actually matters, because that is certainly not the case. 
Some of the most wonderful heritage in this state can actually be found in the eastern suburbs. On that note, I 
certainly hope that some progress will be made very soon, and I, for one, am looking forward to going to the 
reopening of the Guildford Hotel.  
 


